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HIKOT'O HE SAAMITMAOCH

ROJII/I Mepi JleHHOKC TiaBKU-
HO mpubysa mo maeTky Miccemr-
BEeUT, AKUH HaJIeXKaB ii Isa1bK0BI,
yci gifimmancsa Ha ToMy, IO TaKol
He3yrapHoi JUTHHU iM Ile 0auuTu
He [JOBOAMJIOCA. SOBHIIIIHICTL Y
OiBUMHKM AificHO OyJa HelmpueM-
Ha. MajeHbKe XyJIeHbKe JHUYKO i MaJieHbKe IIyILIe
TiJIbIle, PiAKe CBiTJIe BOJIOCCSA 1 BiYHO HEBIOBOJIEHUM
BHUpas Ha o0amuui. Bojsoces i mKipa 0yau XBOpPoOJIMBO-
T0 JKOBTYBaTOIO BiATiHKY, 60 Mepi mapoauaaca B Iugii
i mocTiiitHO XBOpiNa AK He Ha Te, To iHmIe. 1T 6aTHKO TEXK
He BifsHauaBcA JOOPUM 30POB’AM. ¥ IIepepBax Mik
XBopoOaMu BiH IIpaljoBaB Ipu BpuUTaHCHEKOMY ypPAIO-
BoMYy gAemapTtamMeHTi B Iuaii, 3 roJ10BOI0 MOPUHYBIIN Y
poboTry. A or Mmama Mepi OyJia cIpaB:XHLOIO KpacyHelo,
il TinpKM ¥ mMiKaBMJIM, IITO BEUiPKM Ta BeceJie TOBApU-
cTBO. Majenbka JiBUunHKAa i1 01 TiTbKY 3aBasKasia, TOX
ko Mepi Hapoamiacs, BOHA oApasy K HaWHsAJIA OJd
Hel alito (HAHIO-iHAYCKY) 1 UiTKO majsa Ti#l 3po3ymiTu:
AKIITO BOHA X0ue JOTOAUTH CBOifi MeMcaxib (ce6To xa-
3AMIi), TO MyCUTH 3POOUTH TaK, I100 TUTHUHA AKOMOTa
MeHIlle moTpamaana i Ha oui. Tox moxu Mepi Oyia
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XBOPOOJIMBUM, IIJIAKCUBUM, HEKPACUBUM HEMOBJIAM, ii
TPUMAaJIH ITOAaJ1 Big MaTepi; a KO BOHA IIepeTBOPHIIA-
cdA Ha XBOpOOJIMBe, KalIpU3He MaJid, AKe II09aJI0 IT0BOJIi
CIIMHATHCS Ha HiKKH, CJIyru 1mie 0iJbllle THUJIbHYBAaJIHA,
1100 BOHA He TPUBOMKMJA CIIOKili Memcaxi6. 3MalaKy
TiBUMHKY OTOUYBAaJM CMAaIrJIABL obauuusa aiii Ta iHImmx
CJyI-TyOiJIBI[iB, & OCKLIbKY BOHM B YCHOMY ili ITOTypa-
JIn i Bece ii m03BOJIAIN, — 60 MeMcaxib aysxe 0 posisim-
Jacd, AKOmM ii moTypOyBaB AUTAYMNII ILIad, — Y CBOI
nricTh pokiB Mepi meperBopujiacsa Ha Take THUpPaHiuHe
eroicTUUHe MaJjie IOPOCs, SAKOro IIe CBIT He 0OauwuB.
MoJiogeHbKil r'yBepHAHTIII-aHIIiHIi, KOTPY HAWHAIN,
100 Ta HaBUaJa AiBUMHKY YUTATH 1 MUCATH, YICHUILA
TaK JOIIeKJIa, IO Ta 3BLIbHMJIACS BiKe 3a TPU MicCsAIri.
Perira ryBepHaHTOK, AKi IpUX0oaAWJIU ili Ha 3aMiHy, BU-
TpuMyBaJsu ife MmeHire. Toxx, ak6u Mepi cama He 3aro-
pinacsa 6asKaHHAM UNTATH KHUKKM, BOHA 0 TaK HiKOJIN
i He HaBUMJIACA I'PAMOTH.

OmHOTO HECTEpPIIHO CIIEKOTHOTO PaHKY, Kosu Mepi
0yJio meB’ATh, BOHA NPOKUHYJACA y AYsKe KeICbKOMY
HACTpoi, a mobauuBIIIH, 1110 0iJd i TisKKa cTOiTh He aiid,
a iHIIa CAYIKHUILS, po3cepamIacs e OiabIe.

— Yoro npuiiniaa? — couraja BOHA HE3HAOMKY.
— §1 Tebe He xouy. ITpunuriTe MeHi aiito.

Cay:xuunsa nepeasdrKaiacsa i, 3aTHHAIOUYNCh, IIPO-
0esIbKOTIJIA, 1110 alid HiAK He 3Moike npuiiTu. Toxi Mepi
B)Ke He Ha KapT po3isjimiacd i mouaja ramMcesuTu
HeIllacHy KyJaKaMHu I KoIllaTu HoramMu. Ta 3jadarKasiacsa
e OiybIle i TiIBKYM # IOBTOpPIOBAJA, IO alid He MOXKe
IIPUATHY 1O TaHHU caxio.

Toro panky B arMocgepi BuTajao IIoch He3po3yMmie.
VYce O6yno skech He Take. Mepi He mopaxyBajiacad KiJib-
KOX CJyr-TyOiJNbIliB, a Ti, AKi ifi Taku cTpivanucs, Oyau
YOMYCh Iy:Ke IepeaaKaHi i 0aigi ax cmepTh. Bouu abo
CKpajayivcsad KOPUAOPaMH MaJio He HaBIIIUHBKU, a0o
CTPiMIoJIoB Kyauch mocrimanan. HixTo He xoTiB i Hivo-
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ro IIOACHIOBATHU, a il aiig Tak 1 He 3 gBuiacsa. Biasre
TOT0, 34ABAJIOCA, HiIKOMY He OyJIO Aija O OAiBUMHKM, i,
3PeIlTOol0, BOHA 3a0pesia y caj i mpucija morpaTucs i
IepeBoM 0iyist Bepaugu. Mepi saxoguiacsa MalicTpyBaTH
caMOpoOHY KJIyMOYy: HAarOpHYyJa HeBeJUKi KYIKU 3eMJIi
¥ IOBTHUKAJIA Y HUX BeJIUKi UepBOHI KBiTKU ridickycis.
3 KOKHOIO XBUJHNHOIO JiBUMHKA 3aKuIIaja Bce OLlIbIIe.
Bona Oypwmorina cobi mig mic yce Te, mio sbupasacs
cxazatu Celifii, KOs Ta IIOBEPHETHCA.

— Csunsa! Ceuns! ITopocaua gouka! — Bce IIOBTOPIO-
BaJIa BoHa HalicTparHiny B Inaii obpasy.

Orax Mepi ckperorajia 3y0aMu i 3JI0CJTOBMJIA, KOJU
mouyJia, IK Ha BepaHay Buiiinia ii MmaMa. 3 Hero OyB CBiT-
JIOBOJIOCUII MOJIOAUWK, IIe 30BCIM XJIOOUMCHLKO, i BOHU
PO IIOCHh PO3MOBJIAIY IpUTHUIIeHuMHU rojocamu. Illock
y ixHi#t podmoBi Mepi HacTopoxkmiio. Borna Bisuasia mo-
JIOAUKA: UyJa, AK XTOCh 31 CJIyT Kasas, II0 J0 HuX 3 AHT-
Jil HemomaBHO TIpHiXaB MoJoOAeHbKUIT odimep. Mepi
OUJIBLHO HOT0 PO3AUBIIAJNACI, ajie 3PeIlToro 1i IIOTJIsaf
MMMOBOJII IPUKUIIIB 0 MaMu. BoHa 3aBKA1 Tak poou-
Ja, KoJu Il BUOamaB IIAQHC II00AUUTU MeMcaxib —
HaliuacrTiile JiBUMHKA HasuBaJja il caMme Tak. Memcaxib
OyJia BMCOKOIO, CTPYHKOIO KPAacyHEIO0 i 3aB)KIU TapHO
BOupasacsa. I'J1ageHbKi Kyuepi, MaJeHbKUH JeTiKaTHNIHA
HOCHUK i BeJIMKi yCMixXHeHi oui, AKi, 34aBajiocs, 3aB:K AU
TPOXM 3BepXHBLO AVWBUJINCA HA BCiX i Bce HaBKpyrum. 1i
ogAr OyB TaKkuii TOHKUM i Mali;Ke HeBaroMuii, HiOu 3i-
TKaHUH i3 xMapuHok. Mepi 3aB:Kau kKasaja, IO TO He
onAr, a “omHi mepeskmBa”. Ilboro paHKy Ha ofeKi MeM-
caxib 0yso OinbIlle MepeKuB, HidK 3a3BUYaii, OT TLIBKHU
ii oui He mocmixanucsa. BoHu okpyramaucsa Big :kaxy i
BAUBJAINCA B 0o0amuusa OinaBoro odimepa, Hamararo-
YyCh IPOUYUTATH BiAIIOBiAL HA HiMe 3aINTaHHs, IKe TyP-
OyBaJIo ii.

— Bce Tak morano? — monunHysau mo Mepi mamuHi
cJIoBa.



— HagiTp ripire, — BiAIIOBiB MOJIOAUK i #10T0 roJIoC
3aTpeMTiB. — ¥Yce IIPOCTO }KaxJmBO, naHi JleHHOKC.
Bam Tpeba Oyio mepebpaTuca y ropHu Ife ABa THIKHI
TOMY.

Memcaxi0 3amoMmia pyKHu.

— O, a 3Halo, 3Ha! — CKpuKHyJaa BoHa. — Ta a &
00 TiIBKM TOMY # 3aJUIINJIACA, IO XOTija Mo0yBaTu
Ha TOMY TPUKJATOMY Iipuitomi. Oif, AKa K A gypHal

Y 110 MUTB i3 IPUMIiIleHb AJIs CJIYT IIPOJIYHAB TAKUHI
MOTOPOIIHNNA KPUK, IO BiJi HbOTO KPOB X0JI0JIa B JKH-
aax. Memcaxib cxonmjaa MoJIOAUKA 3a PYKY, a Mepi 3a-
TpeMTiJja 3 rosoBu 10 Hir. Kpuk yce HapocTaB, aK IIOKH
He 3ipBaBCs Ha BepecK.

— IITo Tram Take? I1lo Take? — 3oiikHysa naui Jlen-
HOKC.

— XToch IIOMep, — BiAmOBiB xXJomunHAa-odinmep. —
Bu He Kazanm, M0 A 3apas3a ByKe MepeKUWHYyJacsA Ha
BAIIIUX CJIYT.

— § me snanmal — cKkpurHyJa memcaxi6o. — Xogimo
3i muoio! Xoximo 3i MmHOO! — BoHa posBepHYyJaacs i 3a-
birsa mo OyAMHKY, TATHYYHM o(ilepa 3a coboro.

MoTopoIitHi peui Tpanuaucsa B JOMi Hicjs IbOTO, i
Mepi HaperiTi orpumMasia mOsICHEeHHA. ¥ MiCTi JIFoTyBa-
Ja emigemisa xoJsepu, i grogu mepan aK myxu. Tiel moui
ii afisg 37dATJIa 3 XBOPOOOIO, TOMY CJIYT'Y TaK IIO0OMBAJINCSA
y CBOIX XaTWMHKaX, 00 BOHA IMOMHO momepJa. o Ha-
CTYIIHOTO CBiTAHKY IIOMEPJIO IIle TPOE CJIYT, a permiTa
posbiriucsa. IloBciogu mupuaacs maHika, i cMepTh Ha-
BiaJsiaca B KOKHiCiHbKe OYHTAJIO.

Ipyroro aHA CKpi3b IIaHyBaJM XaoC i MeTYyIIHS.
Mepi cxoBajiacs B AUTSAYii, i mpo Hel Bci 3abyau. HixTo
He 3TaZaB IIpo Hei, BOHA HiKomMy He OyJia moTpibHA.
IMTocs :xaxauBe BigOyBaJsiocsa HABKOJIO, a Mepi mmpo 1e
HaBiTh He mimospooBaJja. BoHa To miakaja, TO HOpPUHA-
Jla y COH, i Tak MUHAJX I'OAWHA 3a TOAUHOI0. [liBUumHKA
3HAaJIa JIMIIe, 10 JIOAYW 3aXBOPian, i uyja He3posymii
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JauHi 3ByKHu. Pa3 Boma mpokpajiacd A0 KiMHaTH, Ie
BOHU 3aBKIHU 00igasn, ajie HiKoro ram He 3acrana. Ha
CTOJIL mOci cToAJM TAPiJIKM 3 HaigKaMu, AKUX Maiixe
HiXTO He TOpPKaBCdA, a HABKOJIO BaJIAJJNCS HNePEeKUHYTIL
CTiJIBIIi: CXOXKe, JIOAW XTO3HA-UOT'0 PAITOBO IIOCXOII-
JIIOBAJIMCA Ha HOTHU, TAK i He 3aBEPIIMBIIHN TpPAIe3y.
Mepi 3’ina Tpoxu QPYKTiB Ta meunBa. A e il Mmyunia
cipara, TOJK BOHA BUIIMJIA MalisKe IIOBHUI KeJnuX BUHA,
III0 CTOSAB Ha Kparo cToJja. Hamiii 0yB cologKmii, i BoHA
U ragku He MaJia, HAacKiJabKU BiH Mminmami. Ogmax ii
MaliyKe Biipa3y mouaJjia CUJIbHO TaMOPOYUTHUCS I'OJIOBA,
TOXK AiBUMHKA MOBEPHYJACA J0 AUTAYOIL i 3aUMHMIACS
TaM, 3JAKaBIINCh KPUKiB, AKi JOJMHAJIN 3 XaTUHOK, i
TYIOTiHHSA Hir, AKi cHOBUraJmu Tyau-ciogu. Big BuHa ii
IOoYajo XUJUTHU B COH, aK OUi 3JIMIIAJHNCS, TOMY BOHA
OpUJIATJa Ha JiKKO i 3acHyJIa.

Cmaaa Mepi moBro, i 3a meii uac 6araTo 4oro Tpamu-
jgocsa. Ta il con He mopymiyBajau Hi KPUKU XBOPUX, Hi
T'YPKiT, KOJIM CJYTHM BUHOCHUJIK ab0 3aHOCUJIM Pedi mo
XAaTHH.

IIpokuHyBIINCH, BOHA SKUICHL Uac IPOCTO Jexkama i
BUTpilIajacsa Ha CTiHy. ¥ OyOWHKY IIaHyBajla MepTBa
tuita. Mepi i1 He 3HaJa, 10 TYT MOYKe OYTH TaK THUXO.
He uyTtu 6yio mi rosocis, Hi Tynorinuasa mir. Moxe, Bci
BJKe Oy KaJsu i mei :kax HapelnTi ckinuuBca? Ilikaso,
XTO Temep mboaTmme mpo Hei damicThb auti? Ilo Hel mpu-
CTaBJATH HOBY aiio, i, SKIIO HOIACTUTh, Ta 3HATHME
b6arato HOBUX icropii. Crapi it Bxke Habpumam. Mepi
He ILJTaKaJja 3a CBOEIO IIOMePJIOoI0 HaHelo. Boua me OyJsa
JacKaBOO JIHUTHUHOIO i HiKOJM Hi OO0 KOro He mOpwu-
B’sizyBajiacsA. YA Ta METYIIIHA i KpUKU Yepes uyMy Ha-
JSIKaJu ii, a I11e BoHa cepAaujacs, 60 HiKoMy, BOUeBUIb,
He OyJio mo Hei mija. Ycix oxomnmia madika i HixTo Ha-
BiThb He AYMaB XBUJIIOBATUCA PO MaJEHbKY AiBUNHKY,
0 KOl I TaKk HiKkomy He OyJo mijza. Cxoike, 3aXBOPiB-
iy, JIOAW BiKe He AYMAaloTh Hi IIPO KOTo, KpiMm cebe.
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